Example Sentences using Glossary

Tsotsi

Aesthetics

Tsotsi's aesthetics are gritty and raw, reflecting the
harsh realities of life in the South African township.
The film's style is characterised by its handheld
camerawork and naturalistic lighting, creating an
immersive and authentic atmosphere.

Auteur

Director Gavin Hood's authorial stamp is evident
throughout Tsotsi, with his uncompromising vision and
attention to detail shaping the film's narrative and tone.
Hood's exploration of themes such as poverty,
violence, and redemption imbues Tsotsi with a sense
of urgency and authenticity.

Cinematography

The film's cinematography is both visceral and
evocative, capturing the chaotic energy of the township
with dynamic camera movements and intimate
framing. From frenetic chase sequences to quiet
moments of introspection, every shot in Tsotsi is
carefully composed to convey the emotional depth and
complexity of its characters.

Context

Set in the slums of Johannesburg, Tsotsi tells the story
of a young street thug who embarks on a journey of
self-discovery after a violent encounter forces him to
confront the consequences of his actions. The film's
setting provides a stark backdrop for its exploration of
poverty, crime, and social inequality in post-apartheid
South Africa.

Generic Conventions

Tsotsi adheres to many of the conventions of the crime
drama genre, with its focus on criminal activity, moral
ambiguity, and themes of redemption. However, the
film also subverts traditional genre expectations by
foregrounding its protagonist's emotional journey and
highlighting the human cost of violence and poverty.
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Diegetic Non-diegetic Sound
The film's sound design is immersive and atmospheric,
with a mix of diegetic and non-diegetic elements that
enhance its emotional impact. From the sounds of
bustling city streets to the haunting strains of a choral
score, every auditory detail in Tsotsi contributes to the
film's richly textured soundscape.

Genre

Tsotsi defies easy categorisation, blending elements of
crime drama, social realism, and coming-of-age
storytelling into a genre-defying cinematic experience.
While the film's subject matter is undeniably dark, its
focus on personal transformation and human
connection elevates it beyond traditional genre
conventions.

Iconography

The film's iconography is rooted in the visual symbols
of South African township life, with images of poverty,
violence, and struggle juxtaposed against moments of
beauty and resilience. From graffiti-covered walls to
makeshift shantytowns, Tsotsi uses iconic imagery to
explore themes of identity, community, and survival.

Key Lighting (High and Low)

Tsotsi's lighting design is stark and dramatic, with
high-key lighting used to highlight moments of hope
and redemption, and low-key lighting employed to
underscore moments of tension and despair. Shadows
and highlights play across the characters' faces,
reflecting the moral complexity of their choices and
actions.

Mainstream

While Tsotsi may not have enjoyed the same level of
mainstream success as some Hollywood blockbusters,
its critical acclaim and international recognition have
solidified its status as a modern classic. The film's
powerful storytelling and authentic performances have
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earned it a dedicated following and a lasting place in
cinematic history.

Mise-en-scéne

The film's mise-en-scéne is rich in detail and
authenticity, with every aspect of its setting, costume,
and props carefully chosen to evoke the sights and
sounds of South African township life. From the
bustling streets of Johannesburg to the cramped
interiors of makeshift homes, each frame of Tsotsi is
filled with visual symbolism and thematic resonance.

Motif

A dominant motif in Tsotsi is the theme of redemption
and transformation. Through its portrayal of a young
street thug who learns the value of compassion and
empathy, the film explores the possibility of change
and the redemptive power of human connection.

Plot

The film's narrative follows Tsotsi as he navigates the
dangerous streets of Johannesburg, confronting his
own demons and seeking redemption for his past sins.
As he forms unexpected connections with those
around him, Tsotsi learns valuable lessons about love,
forgiveness, and the true meaning of family.

Representation

Tsotsi offers a nuanced and compassionate portrayal
of life in the South African township, challenging
stereotypes and misconceptions about poverty, crime,
and social inequality. Through its richly drawn
characters and authentic storytelling, the film presents
a complex and humanising depiction of the struggles
faced by marginalized communities.

Screenplay

The film's screenplay, written by Gavin Hood and
adapted from the novel by Athol Fugard, lays the
groundwork for its powerful storytelling and emotional
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resonance. Hood's sharp dialogue and keen sense of
characterisation bring the world of Tsotsi to life,
creating a script that is as compelling as it is thought-
provoking.

Story

At its core, Tsotsi is a story about the search for
redemption and the power of human connection to
transform lives. Through its compelling characters and
emotionally resonant narrative, the film explores
universal themes of love, forgiveness, and the
possibility of change.

Shooting Script

The film's shooting script, developed by Gavin Hood
and his team of collaborators, translates the
screenplay into visual language, mapping out the
camera shots, performances, and other practical
elements needed to bring the story to life on screen.
Through meticulous planning and creative
collaboration, Hood and his team crafted a film that is
both visually stunning and emotionally impactful.

Spectator

As individual members of the audience, viewers bring
their own perspectives, experiences, and emotions to
their interpretation of Tsotsi. While the film's subject
matter may be confronting, its universal themes and
compelling characters have the power to resonate with
audiences of all backgrounds and cultures.

All rights reserved. Permission granted to reproduce for educational use within the subscribing school only. Copying or
lending of any part of this document in any form or by any means to external bodies and / or individuals is prohibited.
Teacher’s Standards

Teachers must have an understanding of, and always act within, the statutory frameworks which set out their
professional duties and responsibilities.



